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CLERGY. 


By one Pamophilus. 
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uncomfortable polture. Now as it behoves every maa to have a 

well-grounded calmneſs inhis own breaſt ; ſo we ought, by all 

good means, to promote 1t in the Church of God where we live: 
If I had not a'true Defire to further this, I had never ſet Pento Paper 
this way. But having lookt upon moſt of the Books and Pamphlets, 
that have been ſent abroad for theſe ſeveral years, eſpecially ſince the 
Preſs was af liberty, ſuch I mean as concern Religion, I have with 
Griefobſerv'd a Fatal Fermeht in moſt of them ; The Wiſe God 
having ſeem'd to leave us to onr ſelves, fooliſhly to ruine one another. 
Each Book and Pamphlet being pregnant with - preternatural heat a- 
gainſt the Oppoſite Party ; each Company and Diſcourſe imploy'd 
10 unkind refleQtions upon others : yea, matters are come to that 
paſs, that even among the Clergy, it is rare to ſee the Gown and 
Cloak walk or fit eafily together 3 and which is worſt of all, the. 
Pulpit is abus'd by ſome on all ſides to caſt Oyl into this woful Flame. 
I have made it my Prayer, that the God of Love and Peace would 
calm this Fury 3 and in my converſe have conltantly endeavor'd it; 
and finding this Feaver ſtil] to continue, reſolvia to deliver my 
Thoughts in Writing to the ſame end, with all ſerious plainneſs. 

The Parties diſagreeing in Religion in this Kingdom may bere- 

duc'd to four heads, ; 

I. There is the Eſtabliſhed Church, conſiſting of the Clergy and, 
Laity that approve of full Conformity in the Rites and Diſcipline 
ſetled by the Laws of the Land. 


T: is manifeſt that we in this Nation ire in a diſquiet, and in an 
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2, There are the Papiſts, who differ from this Church in many 
great Dodrins, 40 many.ana 


materigl points of Worſhip, and with an 
inveterate enmity. +Thelſe are the moſt formidable” Enemies to the 
Church aforefaid';” partly by rezfon of their Forreiga Alliarices and 
Dependencies, and partly by the incouragement, they have from a 
Preſumpcive Heir. And they arethemoſt irreconcileable alſo, part- 
ly by reaſon of their avowed Pririciple, That their Church cannot erre, 
and conſequently are fully concluded againſt any Reformation in it ; 
and partly by their conſtant pr. \ wok of :Equivocations and Diſpenſa- 
tions, which renders it impoſiit eo truſt them. And therefore theſe 
Eſſays pretend not to include them. 


3-; There are the Non-conformiſt: ftrily ſo called ; which are 
thoſe of the Clergy and Laity, that agreeing with the Eſtabliſhed 


Charchin the ſubſtance of Dottrine and Worſhip, yet differ in the. 
; Rites ory Manner of worſhip and in-Diſcipline. And unger this Head 


may be rank'd thoſe called Presbyterians,' Independents and meer 4n4- 
baptiſts. Now theſe being ſo neerly Allied te the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
might expect far other treatment from them than the Papilts;. but 
that there fell out ſome years ſince, a Civil War in the Kingdom, 
wherein theſe two parties prov'd oppolite to one another, and the 
former were vanquiſht by the latter. And this I conceive hath 
heightned the Enmity far above the matter of their Reall Ditference, 
this Party in Religion, though doubtleſs they could be glad to have 
their way, yea cach one their own way fſetled ; yet they could be 
contented (ſome raſh and furious Perſons excepted, whereof there 
are ſome in all parties) to be fafely United with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, or quietly ſuffered in their own prafice. Neither have 
they any Forreign Dependencies, nor any Principles that lead them 
to Sedition, as appears by their quietneſs under great provocations, 


while the other ſort, the Papiſts, cannot be quier, when no body 


troubles them. . 


4. There are others amongſt us, different from all the former ; 
ſuch are Atheiſts, Socinians, Pelagians, Bnakers, Ranters, Fifth- 
Monarchiſts and other Hereticks ; now theſe though their Principles 
are pernicious to themſelves and others, and therefore fit it were, 
ſome Courſe were taken to convince them or reſtrain them ; yet they 
have no Forreign Helps or Confederacies to create much danger to 
our Publick Peace. But theſe are fo greatly oppoſite, either to the 
Eſtabliſhed Dodrine, or Subſtantial Worſhip, that as there is no 
likelihood of their Union, ſo theſe Papers are' not concern'd: fur- 
ther with them. So that this Indeavour is intended cheifly for the 
Firſt and Third fort, which are neercſt akin. | 


_ And to bring downthe matter toour preſent Caſe, it is found out, 
by Our King, Parliaments, Judges, &c. That there hath been, and 
yet there is an Helliſh Plot amongſt theſe Papiſts, ro deſtroy his Ma- 
jeſty, tooverthrow the Proteſtant Religion with all that profeſs it in 


the Kingdom, and to ſet up Popery. Immediately upon this Alarm, 
as 


as the ( ivill-Magiſtrates - were [trying -the. Criminals, ſo the Clergy | 


both the Conformilts: and the Nonconformilts diredted their Dif- 
courſes to expoſe that Treacherous and:Bloody Religion, andito 
eſtabliſh the. people in our: own... And [being both juſtly bene a+ 
gainſt the Common. Enemy, there appeared ſome more mutuall 
kindneſs towards: one: another - than before 3 and . ſome lovers of 
Peace, that mourn'd for:the:loſs of that Hopefull Junfure in 1660, 
when molt Mens Minds were very prone to Unity ; and: alſo the loſs 
of that other in-1565 and 1666 when the Plague and: Fire had ſoft- 
ned ourSpirits 5 They did inow- in:1678 renew their hopes, +that 
this common danger would:greatly tend to the healing of ouriDivi- 
ſions, when on a ſudden/in-1679 without -any known Occafion'the 
Publick Clergy, begin to abate their keenneſs againſt the Papilts, 
and inſtead thereof fall to. batter 'the Non-conformiſts from Prefs 
and Pulpit; and.would pretend that there is more danger from Sepa- 
ration, than from. Popery : and ſome of them, I hope it isthe 
weakeſt of them, fearnotto profeſs, they would rather be Papiſts 
than Presbyterians; which I am very certain, no true Proteſtant 
will ſay, except he be blinded with Malice . or Ignorance. And 
on the other fide, many Cenſorious Non-conformiſts putthe worſt 
interpretation on thiscarriage, and ſuſpect their oppolites inclina- 
ble to Popery it (elf; they do not ſay indeed: as the former, that 
they had rather be of the Church of Rome, than of the Church of 
England ; but they know well enough, that neither of them muſt. 
expect that quarter from the Papiſts, which they have found from 
one another : but yet they exceed the Bounds of Charity in their 
harſh-Refle&tions. And thus they ſtand pelting at one another in 
2n uncomfortable and ominous manner, while their Common Ene» 
my is ready to ſwallow.both, and what honeſt heart can be SpeCtas 
tor of theſe things without Griefand Aſtomſhment. . 


Now if the Diſcovery of the Cauſe of a Diſeaſe be any ſtep to 
the cure of it, I verily believe that wart of Chriſtian Love or Chari- 
ty is the Reall Cauſe of this fermentation. This hath been ar the 
Root oftheſe miſcarriages all along, though ſomething elfe concur's 
therewith to produce the preſent paroxyſm. It cannot be denied, 
that theſe have been mutual provocations given; one party hath 
been moved to ſee their Freehold and Opportunities of Service 
therewith, taken from them (in their Judgments) without cauſe, 
and contrary to thoſe Aſſurances given them, which they thought 
might be relyed on, and to ſee their Brethren poſleſiing them with- 
out Remorſe or Pity : and then to find themſelves expoſ'd, re- 
proach'd, proſecuted, impriſon'd and undone ; and this very much 
by the inſtigation of the Governing and other Clergy, Fhe other 
party offended with the preaching of the Non-conformiſts and many 
peoples Reſpe&s unto them, and with the ſharp Reflections of fome 
among them. But now Chriſtian Love might have prevented'or a- 
bated much of this, . and fovit hath, with many wiſe and charitable 
perſons of either party. 


Certain 


+= Certain-itis,” that while-we are inthis imperfe& ſtate we ſhall not 
all ſce with the fame | clearnefs, and perhaps there are no two per- 
fonsin the World, that have. the fame- ſentiments in every thing 3 
zeh leſs can it be expected in points now-controverted amongſt us. 
ſt ach party profeſſeth that they proceed: ſincerely according totheir 
F beſt Underſtanding , the onein conformity;. the other in Non-con- 
| formity, muſt. the one be judged now to-:comply, - or the other to 
- deflent againſt his Conſcience +? - God ' forbid. Now here comes in 
the Uſe of Chriſtian Lovezz-which when it is -onee-- rooted 1n the 
Heart, it will incline the Governours ofthe (church fo: to calculate 
their Laws, InjunGions and Impoſitions:about things indifferent, as 
may becaſy and not grate upot> Mens: Conſciences.. -Itis Paternal 
_ Love that induces many a Wiſe Father: to abate his weak or ſickly 
children in many matters, which otherwiſe he might reaſonably re- 
_ of them, and to connive at many. of their lefler Faults; and 
uch kind of Love, the Governouts of the Church ſhould/bear to all 
that areunder them, And it is not only Charity but Prudence > 
For theſe cannot chuſe but know and fee, that violent courſes ne« 
ver beget any kindly compliance, and that all their feveritics have 
exaſperated far more than they have reclaimed, and the ſame chari- 
ty ſhould teach the Non- conformiſts not to envy their honours or 
profits; and alſotothink that the impoſers did judge the foreſaid 
Rites &c. to be moſt uſefull for the common good. For Charity 
hopeth all things poſlible, believeth all things credible, and beareth all 
things tolerable ; Charity thinketh no evill. 


But to come to the inferiour Clergy 3 without doubt the great 
Zeal we ſhould burn with, ſhould be of faving mens Souls: and in 
order theretnto that we open to them the Neceſſary Mylteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that we urge them to Repentance towards 
God and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we diſgrace ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, and that we promote Sobriety, Righteouſneſs 
and Godlineſs with all our. power, in a word, all our Sermons 
ſhould be a kind of commentary on Our Lords Prayer, the Com- 
mandments and the Creed ;; but alas / how many of each party, 
imploy their time and parts in debating, confuting, expoſing and 
condemning their oppoſites in point of Rites and ceremonies, each 
party charging the other with debauching their conſciences for the 
ſake of Reputation or Lucre, which is the moſt Malicious Accufatt- 
on that can be invented in the caſe. What is it, but want of 

- Chriſtian Love that prompts to this proceeding ; what elſe ſhould 
bewitch thoſe men, that agree in. the Doctrine of the Divine Exiſt- 
ence againſt Atheiſts, in the Dofrine of our Saviours Perſonand 
Narures againſt Arcians, Socinians and others, in the Doctrine of 
Gods Grace againſt the Pelagians, that agree together in Doctrine 
and Worſhip againſt the Papiſts, and in all other Dodtrines and 
Duties that are necetfry to Salvation: and yet, as if we were 
poſiſt with a Spirit of Oppoſition, we les all theſe things be (ilent, 
and ſtill in our Diſcourſes and in our converſe we begin at the wrong 
end, and preſently enter into debate about Ceremonies and Go- 

vernment 
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favourably, arid in, ſhort to love. every 0ne..gapd or bad, as-our 
The cry for Unity and _Uaitormity 1s, very great 3 the meaning 
whereof is' only this, you mult renounce all :yaur. Principles and 
Pradtifes that are repugoant to.ours,. that. we may be one, and this 2 
is preft from our preſent danger from. aur common enemy,z. but can SS, 
any danger excuſe aman in doing what his. Soul tells higa is @ Sin 2 
the leaſt evill of Sin (whether ſo really, or only ſo in my judgmenr, 
all is one to me) isnot, to be done: to prevent, the: greateſt penall 
evil in the World. Would not Riches, and Honour: havetempted 
them 2 would not Repraach and Pgyerty have urged themall this 
while, to abandon their uncomfartable opinians, if they. could ' 
have done it honeſtly" 1f hex OH DAvg plaid the Hypaorites, 
which yet is the Sin they are often 'charg'd with, they wayld ſurely 
have wink'd and ſwallow'd what is required of .chem.. before this 
day. : Fe EE I PEEE 
* j , y ; | 7 $FCbe | n 
But now, if in ſtead of this toy, or rather, as the. praper way 
toit, we would pray for the ReſiirreQion' of Chriſtian Love, - and 
ſincerely indeavour the practiſe and expreſſjon of it. . If we-would 
begin to think, and to ſpeak kindly of and to-ane another:;. if we 
would vindicate one another as far as we can, and. by oux.Councell 
and Example teach our Friends and hearers to dothelike, we ſhould 
inſenſibly come nearer together, and with - calmneſs and friendſhip 
diſcourſe our ſelves into ſome Tolerable Unity.; : For it is moſtplain; 
that our differences are fwell'd with the Aniqoſity of either parey.z 
there being among both of them more material points: than theſe 
wherein they differ from one another, but Love .coversa multitude 
of Sins. | | Jt 


Let us then inlarge our Charity; let us reckon there may be and 
are many Upright and Holy Chriſtians on either. fide, -and''thaſe 
whom we ſhall tor ever imbrace in the world ta. come ; let us vilit 
one another and freely converſe of. thoſe great. things wherein we 
are fully agreed 3 let us ſeriouſly contrive how to promgtereall 
Piety, and how to withſtand our implacable Enemies ; let us not 
biteand devour one another, leſt we be deyoured one with ano- 
ther, | it gle! 


WF -. Th. -—. te 


- enough without them ; but now in.the judgment. of the Difſenters, 


theyare finfull,” and* they do unfeignedly”.c nclude them ſuch to 
themſelves, according to their beſt underſtanding. - And .now, 


which party is fit to relent, or can abate, judge you; are not Kings | 


- in Supreme Power and Authority ? yet how many Princes have 

' ſtoopt ſomething for the Repoſe of their People ; our Church claims 
no infallibility, why may ſhe not therefore open her Boſom to fo 
many Proteſtants, as well as formerly ſhe did, in her Liturgy and 
Ceremonies to win the Papiſts. ' And certainly fach condeſcention 
would came better from the Church Rulers and by their mediation, 
than from the Secular Power, and would be'the likelieſt means to 
| keala Diſtracted Nation. . | 


And of this they may find the beſt examples, to wit of the Apoſtles 
themſelves,” who being Governours in the Church, though they ex- 
reſt themſelves ſeverely, againſt_ſuch as impos'd either their falſe 
Dodrides or unneceffary Rites upon others, yet we ſhall find them 
gently'treating and condeſcending to Honeſt Chriſtians, that were 
Lth the main, though unſatisfied in other points ; I hear men 
ſilt crying out, 'tis 'nothing but. Obſtinacy and Humour — thoſe 
- that Diſſent ought and might ſatisfy themſelves'and ſubmit ; but 
might not the Apoſtle Pax! have replied fo on them, that obſerved 
days and durſt eat only Herbs, they may if they will be ſatisfied of 
their Liberty, and abandon their conceit, that ſo much troubles the 
Church — Bur confidering, that they did eat and did obſerve days 
.to the Lord, he rather adviſeth to a mutual forbearance, by the 
exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity and Love. 


But the common objection remains, the Rulers- in the Church 
know not what will fatisfy ; or at leaſt, what conceſſions-are likely 
co gratifie any conſiderablenumbers 3 and perhaps the Non-confor- 
miſts have been too ſhy in Co_ propoſals; for, I think, it is bet- 
_ tertoerre in too much plainneſs and openneſs, than in too much 
caution and prudence. . But alas Theſe Rulers know well enough, 
where the Diſſenters are prick'd ; they know, that if the Orders 
conferrd in the late times were made valid, when many a good 
Scholler was educated in a diſadvantagious Opinion of Epiſcopacy, 
and knew not where any one Biſhop was in the Nation to apply them- 
ſelves unto, how many this would bring into the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
Thar, if the Declaration about the Covenant were abated ; their 
declaring their aſſent and conſent forborn ; no other Subſcription 
required, faveta the Doctrinal Part of the Nine and Thirty Articles; 
noOaths impos'd, but of Allegiance and Supremacy ; the Liturgy 
.only recommended, and the Ceremonies left indifferent ; how ma- 
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ny would theſe few conceſſions be likely to | ! 
if withall, the Inferiour Clergy were intruſted with ſome meaſure + 
of Authority, ſo far as is neceſſary for the Honour of Gods Ordinan-” 
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ces and Good of the People; if ſerious and* conſtant Preaching and; 
Catechizing were. more incouraged ; if jt. were evident, that the... -* 


Reverend Biſhops did ſincerely imbraceand countenance the moſt. 


Learned, Holy and Induſtrious of the Clergy and Laity in their Dio- 
ceſſes ; this would intirely win the Hearts of all Honeſt Men, and 
reduce thoſe who have been exaſperated, and violentlydriven into 
ſome practiſes that ſeem inconſiſtett with their old Principles. For 


Mans Natureis fo molded, that Love and Kindaeſs have the moſt. 


powerfull operations upon itz and a curteous expreſlion will make 
theSword fall out of a mans hand, who 1n heat of oppoſition would 
rather dyc than yield. | | 


However if this Bleſſing be-too great and good for us; thisT abide 
by, that during our faddiſtances intheſe matters, - we are 'all bound 
by the Royal Law of Chriſt, to love one . another ſincerely, andin 
all occaſions to expreſs. the ſame; and I purpoſely repeat it , to 
think of each others Perſons and Actions with charity, to ſpeak of 
them with charity, and to At accordingly rowards one anather 
inevery inſtance withcharity. But you will ſay, our charity muſt 
not be blind ; we muſt not call evill good, and good evill ; I grant 
this, but withall I averr, that Charity is not ſevere, is not cenſo- 
rious, is dim-fighted in the faults of others, and curious in our own: 
do but put the beſt coffftruction on each others words and aftions, 
and maintain the moſt favourable opinion of each others Perſons 
and Deſigns, and chis will create the ſweeteſt calm in: your own 


Souls, and inſenſibly tend to our Peace and Union ; and without 


this, let us be never ſo Orthodox, never ſo Zealous, never fo high 
orlow; never ſo Dignified or ſo Opprefſed, we want one of the 
greateſt Excellencies of God, oneof the greateſt Accompliſhments 
of Men, one of the greateſt Graces of Chriftians, for when once our 
inveterate diſeaſe hath ſpentit ſelf, and that we are once wearied 
with our ſtraglings, and come to a conliſtencie of mind ; we ſhall 
ſee that we can never be ſafe or happy, till by all poſſible Abatement 
on the one hand, and all poſſible compliance on the other, we be 
firmly link't together in ane Sou), and one Body. God of hisgreat 
Mercy pour down the Spirit of Humility, Santiry and Charity 
into all our Hearts / Amen, Amen. | | 


\ 


March 4. 16%. 
LON DON. 


Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt, at the Three Bibles and Crown at the 
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